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Brunei reiterate

support for ASEAN

-5 year work plan

Izzatljahl
- BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN

BRUNEI will play a major role in

supporting the development of

Technical and Vocational Educa-
tion and Training (TVET) under
the ASEAN five year work plan, the
Deputy Minister of Education said
yesterday.

Pg Dato Paduka Hj Bahrom Pg
Hj Bahar, who was speaking on be-
half of the Minister of Education at
the opening of the TVET Interna-
tional Conference 2016, said that
Brunei will undertake major roles
in the ASEAN' five-year Work Plan
(2016-2020) under its fourth sub-
goal of “supporting the develop-
ment of the TVET sector as well as
hfelong learning in the region” .

“This will be done by maxim-
ising access to TVET for employ-
ment and sustainable develop-
ment, as well as to strengthen re-
gionai harmonisation for the ad-
vancement of quality TVET trans-
formation through networking,
partnerships and mob1hsat10n of
TVET personnel and resources,” he
said during the event which was

* held at the International Conven-

tion Centre (ICC) in Berakas.

He said the education ministry
will work hand in hand in pro-
moting the initiatives of TVET in

and outside of Brunei through the

SEAMEO Regional Centre for Voca-
tional Education and Training

(SEAMEO VOCTECH) aleng with -

local TVET providers and other re-
gional platforms.

According to the ASEAN web-
site, the ASEAN Work Plan 2016-
2020 for Education is expected to
be launched on June 2016 but did
not state exactly when.

Meanwhile, Pg Dato Paduka Hj
Bahrom also urged the Institute of
Brunei Technical Education (IBTE)
to be a model in the region in

terms of collaboration with indus-
tries to support TVET programimes.
Brunei has undergone a major
transformation in its TVET. IT is
viewed as an important education

. sector where individuals are given

the opportunity to enhance their
skills and their industry corpetit-
iveness which contributes to na-
tional economic development, he
said.

“The programmes offered (by
TVET institutions) are demand-
driven and competency-based
which are designed to meet the
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needs of the students, industry and
the nation,” he said.

. He added that TVET must pre-
pare graduates who are aware of
sustainable development issues
and at the same time to be the
leading agent of change. For this
to happen, every TVET school must
integrate the Education. for Sus-
tainable Development in its cur-
riculum and at the same time
practice it in their daily school
activities, he said.

According to United . Nations
Educational Scientific and-Cultural
Organisation (UNESCO) Education
for Sustainable Development pro-
motes competencies like critical
thinking, imagining future scen-

arios and making decisions in a
collaborative way. The Deputy
Minister added that the confer-
ence’s theme of ‘Ensuring Greater
Impact of TVET for sustainable De-
velopment' is timely and relevant
as countries are experiencing eco-
nomic difficulties, weakening of
national and cultural identities as
well as environmental degrada-
tion.

“Addressing these three pillars
of sustainable development is a
challenging task but everyone and
every country must take serious
actions before it is too late that our
future generations could suffer
from,it,” he said. )
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